Was Kenneth Hagin a Heretic By Rev Mel C Montgomery

     The Goodwins, who ministered alongside Kenneth Hagin for 40 years, saw no evidece of heretical teachings.  They disagreed with Brother Hagin on some issues, and they did not embrace E.W. Kenyon's writings but they never-the-less ministered for and with Kenneth Hagin for over 40 years.  Just because you don't see eye-to-eye on every issue, doesn't make the other person a heretic.

     Dad Goodwin was very knowledgeable of the Word of God, as evidenced by the recordings of his sermons which can be heard on this site, but he was not a professionally trained theologian.  Derek Vreeland though, is a theologian.  And upon close study of Kenneth Hagin's writings, Derek Vreeland sees no evidence of heresy.

     In a paper presented at the 30th annual meeting of the Society for Pentecostal Studies, theologian Derek Vreeland convincingly argues that the Word of Faith Movement is not heretical.

     The paper is entitled:

"Reconstructing Word of Faith Theology:  A Defense, Analysis and Refinement of the Theology of the Word of Faith Movement."  
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     Derek Vreeland analyzes and defends the overall beliefs of the Word of Faith Movement, and specifically focuses on the teachings of Kenneth Hagin, and E.W. Kenyon.      

     Vreeland states on page 3:

          "Word of faith teaching is not a heresy to be obliterated, but a theologically premature movement that needs significant reconstruction.  Word of faith theology is within the bounds of orthodoxy because of its historical roots in Holiness/Pentecostalism and its exaltation of the biblical authority.  These elements provide sufficient theological foundation to seek correction and not condemnation."

     Of Kenyon Vreeland writes on page 5:

          "The writings of E.W. Kenyon lack theological sophistication and, in part, reveal a departure from the most sound of hermeneutical principles.  However, the whole of his teachings falls within the bounds of historical orthodox Christianity, on the fringe perhaps, but still within orthodoxy."

     Derek Vreeland has a master of divinity (M.Div.) degree from Oral Roberts University and is currently working on a doctor of ministry (D.Min.) degree from Ashbury Theological Seminary.  He is also the pastor at Cornerstone Christian Church in Americus, Georgia.

     Read it.

     Then share it with others.

     Mel C. Montgomery

