THIS IS THE DAY! By Kenneth E. Hagin

The Lord instructed us to do it this way . . . Day services were teaching sessions—we call that part the Faith Seminar. But the night services were old-time Campmeeting flavor! Here's the keynote sermon from the first night at Campmeeting 1977 ... .

"The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. THIS IS THE DAY WHICH THE LORD HATH MADE; WE WILL REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT."
—PSALM 118:22-24

 We sing a chorus based on this verse of Scripture. "This is the day; This is the day; That the Lord hath made; That the Lord hath made And most people think it is talking about that day—Sunday, or Monday, or Tuesday. But this Scripture isn't talking about any 24-hour day. Everything that happens in a certain 24-hour day, the Lord didn't necessarily make. If a tornado came up the Lord didn't send that; the devil did. The devil's the author of destruction. And we will not rejoice in what the devil did.

No. This Scripture is not talking about Sunday, or Monday, or Tuesday, or Wednesday, or Thursday, or Friday, or Saturday. It is prophesying the day when the stone which the builders refused becomes the head stone of the corner. This is the Lord's doing! Marvelous in our eyes! The day that the Lord has made! And we will rejoice and be glad in it!

What is this day?

Jesus Himself referred to Psalm 118. He said, "Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? (Matt. 21:42). (See also Mark 12:10, 11 and Luke 20:17.) But He stopped right there. He didn't go on to say "This is the day that the Lord has made." Because, you see, during His earth-walk that day had not yet come. He had not yet actually become the head of the corner.

That was a great day when angels on the hills of Judaea announced that the Savior was born in Bethlehem. But it wasn't the day Psalm 118 is talking about.

That was a great day when Jesus, after being baptized of John in Jordan's river came straightway up out of the water and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a Voice from heaven said, "Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." But it wasn't the day Psalm 118 is talking about.

That was a great day when Jesus began His ministry, and at a marriage feast in Cana of Galilee turned the water into wine. But that wasn't the day Psalm 118 prophesies.

That was a great day when Jesus approached the city of Nain and there came a funeral procession out of the city. A widow's only son had died. Jesus stopped that funeral procession and raised the young man from the dead. That was a great day. But it wasn't the day this scripture is talking about.

Now that was a great day when the woman with the issue of blood was healed, Jairus' daughter was raised from the dead and healed, and two blind men were healed. But that's not the day . . . That's not the day Psalm 118 is talking about.

What day is Psalm 118 talking about? The day of the Church!

THE DAY OF THE CHURCH

In the Epistles written to the Church after Christ has conquered death, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, we read ....

EPHESIANS 2:20

20 And (ye, the Church) are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone

1 Peter 2:4-6

4To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 

 5Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

 6Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

Psalm 118 is prophesying the day of the Church! And we are living in that hour now. Sometimes we talk about the early church. But they didn't have one Church then and we have another Church now. We are in the same Church they were in—built upon the same foundation they are built upon. Psalm 118 is talking about the day we are living in now.

I could preach a month on this— so I can't say everything I want to here—but this day of the Church is at least three things. First of all it is the day of salvation.

THE DAY OF SALVATION

ACTS 4:11-12

11   This Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom Cod raised from the dead is the stone which was set at nought you builders, which is become the head of the corner.

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

ROMANS 1:16

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of god unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Salvation means first of all the remission of sins in the new birth, but it means more than that.

You couldn't go by all of Dr. Scofield's notes, but I do like the one on this particular verse, Romans 1:16. Dr. Scofield points out, for he was a Greek and Hebrew scholar, that the Greek and Hebrew words for "salvation" imply the ideas of deliverance, safety, preservation, healing, and soundness.

Therefore we could read Romans 1:16 like this, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto deliverance! it is the power of God unto safety! unto preservation! unto healing! unto soundess!"

Too long people in the Church have been dominated when they should have been the ones dominating. They've been dominated by the devil, by sickness, by failure. And the Word plainly says to the Church . . 

ROMAN'S      1

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not tinder (he law. but under grace.

Well, if sin doesn't have dominion over you, then you have dominion over sin! This is the day of dominion!

I like the Centenary Translation on this verse. It reads like this: "For sin shall not lord it over you . . . ."

Since sin and Satan are synonymous terms we could read that verse like this, "For Satan shall not have dominion over you." Or, "Satan shall not lord it over you."

Why can't Satan lord it over us? Because he is not our lord.

Who is our Lord? Jesus is our Lord! Jesus is the head of the Church. We are the body of Christ. Can Satan dominate the body of Christ? No, he can't.

Well, why does he? Because folks don't know what is theirs. They haven't really realized the day in which they are living. They think that day is going to come "when we all get to heaven." That it will all be different then.

But, thank God, it can be different now when you start believing the Bible. This is the day that the Lord has made. We are to rejoice and be glad in it. Christ is our Lord! Not Satan. Jesus is our Lord! Satan can't dominate us. That means sickness can't dominate us. Because sickness and disease are of the devil, not of God. Failure is of the devil; it's not of God. God is not a failure and He is not the author of failure. God never intended that man should fail. Defeat is not of God. He is not defeated. He is the Victor! Jesus is not defeated and we are the body of Christ!

Then how does Satan defeat and dominate Christians? It is because they don't know the Word. Because they have heard the wrong things preached. Because so many of the songs we sing are embalmed with unbelief. And people believe what they sing instead of singing what the Bible says and believing it.

COLLOSSIAN'S 1:12-13

12 Giving thanks unto the Father. which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

Here's something we're to give thanks unto the Father for. A lot of folks give thanks for the wrong things. Some think you should thank God even for what the devil has done. No, we're to thank God for what He has done—not for what the devil has done. I'm not going to thank God because somebody died and went to hell. In an article I read a while back some fellow wrote this minister that his wife had divorced him and run off with another man. He answered the man, "Just thank God for it." No! I'm not going to thank God for somebody's committing adultery. That's sin. I'm not going to thank God for sin. That's not what the scriptures mean. They've been misapplied and misinterpreted. We're to give thanks unto the Father for His works! For this day in which we are living! We're to thank Him that He has made us meet to be partakers of an inheritance!

"... made us meet.... "That's a little blind to us. Another translation reads, "made us able." He's made us able! Quit saying you're not able. If I say I'm not able, I'm lying on God. What has He made me able to do? And what am I thanking God for?

He has made us able to be "partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light"! We've inherited something! If I've inherited something I want to know what I've inherited. Most Christians have thought we didn't have anything. That we just barely got saved. That we just got our sins forgiven. And then we have to go through life with our noses to the grindstone. Some want to put the inheritance off to over yonder somewhere. But I want what's coming to me. I'm not going to be satisfied with second best. I want the best God has for me. If God said I could have it— then I want it. And I'm not going to compromise.

Here in verse 13 is part of that inheritance. "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness .... "The Father has delivered us! I like the Amplified translation on this: "The Father has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of the control and the dominion of darkness and has transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love."

Satan's kingdom is darkness and God's kingdom is light. And the Father has delivered us from the power, or authority, or control and dominion of darkness. So Satan cannot dominate us anymore.

Now, isn't it strange how born-again, Spirit-filled, tongue-talking, Pentecostal, and even modern-day-Charismatics have more faith in the devil and his power and authority than they do in God?

I know they do because I continually hear them talking about what he devil is doing. I'm not the least bit concerned about it. They're so devil-conscious. But since I've found out he is whipped, that Jesus delivered me from him, I'm not interested in him. Who is concerned about somebody that doesn't amount to much?

"But don't you know," somebody says, "what all the devil is doing?"

Well, he's not in my house!

COLLOSIANS 2:15

15And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

This is when He took us out from the power of darkness—from the control of the devil and the kingdom of darkness. He triumphed over these principalities and powers when He was raised from the dead. And that victory belongs to me!

Get a picture of what Jesus did when he overcame the devil. The King James version says He "spoiled" principalities and powers. When the King James translation was made if one king defeated another's army it was said that he spoiled that army. He defeated them. Another translation of Colossians 2:15 says He "put them to nought." Another translation says He "paralyzed" them. Jesus paralyzed the principalities and powers. Sure, out in the world the devil is still active. But as far as we're concerned he is paralyzed.

Charles Cowan uses an illustration in his new book, 1 Refusing Doubt, something to this effect. Supposing you were to walk into a room and a great big mean-looking fellow sitting across the room looked straight at you and said, "I'm going to whip you." Well, if you didn't know him and you saw that he was big and ugly looking you might wonder what to do. But if someone whispered in your ear, "That fellow is paralyzed. He's just bluffing," then that would change the picture. You wouldn't be afraid to walk right up to him and say, "Just go right ahead. Let's see you."

The devil is a bluff. He's paralyzed. Jesus paralyzed him. This is the day of dominion. Instead of the devil having dominion over us, we've got dominion over him.

Jesus is, as Paul wrote, the chief corner stone of the Church (Eph. 2:20). But in this same letter Paul mentions the fact that Jesus is the head and we are the body of Christ. He uses the human body as an illustration of the body of Christ. Now your head cannot enjoy victory without your body having the same victory.

If I were to ask Brother Kenneth Copeland, "How are things going?", could he answer, "Well, my head is in victory but my body is defeated"?

No! That's impossible.

Well, we are in this together. We are one with Christ. He said, "I am the vine and you are the branches." We have the same life in us that is in Him. We are one! He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit. We are one with Him. "For we are members of his body," Ephesians 5:30 says, "of his flesh, and of his bones."

Now do you mean to tell me the devil has authority over the Church and can dominate the Church? No! We've just let him do it. Because the Church as a whole has been afraid of him. They've had great respect for him. It is time that we rise up—and  thank (God we are—in the truth, put the devil in his place, and rule and reign as kings in life by one Christ Jesus.

1 Refusing Doubt, Charles Cowan Faith is the Victory Crusades Box 171  Adairville KY 42202
THE DAY OF REJOICING AND GLADNESS

When you know what Jesus did— When you know this day in which we live— You can't keep from rejoicing! You can't keep from being glad!

If you are not rejoicing— If you are not glad— It is because you don't know the truth. No wonder Jesus said, "You shall know the truth and the truth will make you free."

Read Joel 2:21-32. I wish I had space to print it here—for it speaks of this day. It says, "Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God." (v. 23). And we're the children of Zion. It speaks of the former rain and the latter rain. Do you know what that is? It's the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, the power of God. And this is the day we are to rejoice and be glad in!

On the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out Peter took his text from Joel's prophecy and said, "this is that" (Acts 2:16). That's what this is! We're living in that today!

EPHESIANS 5:18-20

18And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

 19Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

 20Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

COLLOSIANS 3:16

16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Here we have the characteristics of the Spirit-filled life. Speaking! And singing! And thanksgiving!

Speaking to yourselves! How? In psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.

PHILIPPIAN'S 4.4

 4 Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.

There ought to be rejoicing in the Church. This is the day of rejoicing.
